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Personal Introduction
Dear delegates of the UNEP GC,
my name is Tiana Mareen Fischer and I will be serving as one of
the chairs of the UNEP GC at OLMUN 2012. I am 19 years old
and have just started my second semester of studying the English
language and political sciences at the University of Göttingen. So
as to balance the never-ending demands of my studies, I am an
active member of the Greens and help stage campaigns around
campus. Furthermore, I am a member of the ‘English Professional
Group’. In my limited spare-time, I read a lot and go jogging.
Pertaining to my MUN history, I’ve been active as a delegate for
four years now, this being my seventh conference. I launched my
chair career at last year‘s OLMUN, chairing the UNODC. Over the
years, I have participated in three OLMUN and two LEMUN conferences, representing
countries such as the UK, PR China, and the USA. Currently, I’m visiting an MUN university course which will be culminating in the GÖMUN conference in June.
I really hope that this year‘s OLMUN will be a unique experience for all of us. I am looking
forward meeting you all in June, working hard until then to ensure a wonderful and fun
conference entailing heated debates, fruitful discussions, and promising (re)solutions!
Yours sincerely,
Tiana M. Fischer
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Dear delegates of the UNEP GC,
my name is Yannick Meißner and I am proud to serve as one of
your chairs of the UNEP at this year’s OLMUN. I am 18 years old
and currently attending the 11th grade of the Graf-Anton-GüntherSchool in Oldenburg. I grew up bilingual since my mother is from
England, so I really enjoy speaking English. As a result of this,
my favourite subject at school is, apart from physical education,
English. In my free time I love doing any sort of sport, although I
focus on martial arts training.
My MUN history began in 2011 with my participation at OLMUN
2011 as a delegate of Malaysia. I was so impressed that I joined
the MUN team at my school straight away and attended my second MUN in Berlin (BERMUN) as a delegate of the Philippines the same year. My enthusiasm resulted in being the most supportive delegate of the UNEP. I gained a little bit
of chairing experience at a mini-MUN for and at my School in January this year.
The OLMUN 2012 is my third MUN and my first as a chair.
I am sure everybody will have a good time at this year’s OLMUN and hopefully gain an
individual experience. I hope you will all prepare yourselves well to ensure high active
participation and fruitful debates. Looking forward to a great time with you at OLMUN
2012 in the UNEP GC,
Yours sincerely,
Yannick Meißner
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The United Nations Environment Programme: An Introduction
The United Nations Environment Programme1 is the
United Nations’ voice of the environment, so to speak.
It was founded in 1972 as a result of the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment. UNEP has its
headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. In addition, it has six
regional offices and various country offices. The issues
treated by UNEP regard the climate as a whole, atmosphere, marine and terrestrial ecosystems, green economy and shortly anything that is at least remotely connecAchim Steiner, executive director of the
ted to the environment. Ever since its foundation, UNEP
UNEP since 2006
has played a significant role in developing international
environmental conventions, promoting environmental science and information and thus
illustrating the way those can be implemented in synchronisation with policy. In close
collaboration with local institutions and environmental NGOs, UNEP has helped especially developing countries implement environmentally sound policies and practices. Furthermore, UNEP has aided the formulation of guidelines and treaties on issues on the
contamination of international waterways, the international trade of potentially harmful
chemicals, and transboundary air pollution. Internationally, UNEP has launched several
projects enhancing the protection of the Environment: The foundation of solar loan programmes in countries such as India, Morocco, Indonesia and Mexico, a campaign to draw
international attention to the rapid increase of glaciers shrinking, and the advancement
of the development of electric vehicles under the international maxim of ‘sustainable mobility’.
All in all, UNEP could be far more effective if universal membership was established and
the funds enlarged (2011 total: 80mn). All of this can be seen in the UNEP Annual Report
20112.
EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS AND TRUST FUNDS
TOP 20 DONORS IN 2011 ($‘000)

1
2

http://www.unep.org/
http://www.unep.org/annualreport/2011/docs/UNEP_ANNUAL_REPORT_2011.pdf
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Historical Background: Milestones in UN Environmental Policies from 1972 to 2011
The beginnings of the UN environmental and development commitments can be seen in
the 1970s. Following the effects of atrocious natural disasters in the 1950s and ‘60s and
the beginning looming of environmental damage due to unlimited pollution and careless
exhaustion of the natural resources, the United Nations met in Stockholm in June 1972
at the UN Conference on Human Environment3. The result of the conference was
meagre, except for the foundation of UNEP. In spite of better judgement, there was no
consensus among the nations, especially since the industrialised nations did not want
to give up their unconditional economic possibilities. However, 1972 is the time when an
international environmental policy started to exist. The first real success, though, only
occurred after two decades of idleness and fruitless talks: In 1992, the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro, unprecedented both in its size and impact (172 participating states, 108
heads of government), was the first step to paving the way for carbon dioxide emission regulations4. The assembled leaders signed the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on Biological Diversity, endorsed
the Rio Declaration and the Forest Principles, and adopted Agenda 21, a 300 page
plan for achieving sustainable development in the 21st century.
The Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) was created to monitor and report
on implementation of the Earth Summit agreements. It was agreed that a five year review
of Earth Summit progress would be made in 1997 by the United Nations General Assembly meeting in special session. This special session of the UN General Assembly took
stock of how well countries, international organizations and sectors of civil society have
responded to the challenge of the Earth Summit.

Kyoto Protocol, Japan, 19975
green: signed, ratified
yellow: signed, ratification pending
grey: non-signatory		
red: signed, not ratified

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=1497&l=en
http://www.un.org/geninfo/bp/enviro.html
5
http://www.atmos.washington.edu/2009Q1/111/ATMS111%20Presentations/Folder%201/ChavezM.pdf
3
4
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The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the UNFCCC. The major feature of the Kyoto Protocol is that it sets binding targets for 37 industrialised countries and
the European community for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Those amount
to an average of five per cent, i.e. 5.2 per cent respectively, against 1990 levels over the
five-year period 2008 to 2012. The major difference between the Convention and the
Protocol is that while the Convention asks industrialised countries to stabilise greenhouse
gas emissions, the Protocol commits them to do so, entailing high punitive fines.6
Recognising that developed countries are principally responsible for the current high levels of GHG emissions as a result of more than 150 years of industrial activity, the Kyoto
Protocol placed a heavier burden on developed nations, accentuating common but still
differentiated responsibilities.
Although the Kyoto Protocol was well-intentioned, it was soon obvious that it would be
doomed to failure. The objectives, even before the 2008-2012 averaging period had commenced, were rendered impossible since the carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere are
constantly increasing at a frightening rate without any sign of slowing. The same applies
to global temperature. Simultaneously, the science behind Kyoto has proven to be dubitable due to unlimited data and knowledge at that time.
Without the United States and Australia ratifying the protocol or recently emerging economic powerhouses such as China reducing emissions drastically, the targets will likely
not be met. Canada, having realised that she would never meet the target and have to
face excruciating fines, formally announced her withdrawal from the pact in December
20117. International reactions to Canada’s decision to ‘opt out’ did not prick Canada to
pieces, though. Whereas China called the act irresponsible, Russia actually backed Canada, which shows that there is a deep disparity as to the opinion on legally binding GHG
emission cuts.
Carbon dioxide emissions: an estimated 33,500,000 tons CO2 worldwide in 2011

6
7

http://www.carbonify.com/articles/kyoto-protocol.htm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/dec/13/canada-pulls-out-kyoto-protocol?INTCMP=SRCH
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		COP15
The outcome of the UN Climate Change Conference at Copenhagen (COP15) in December 2009 turned out to be all but satisfactory. The Copenhagen Accord, drafted by, on the
one hand, the United States and on the other, in a united position as the BASIC countries
(China, India, South Africa, and Brazil), is not legally binding and does not commit countries to agree to a binding successor to the Kyoto Protocol, whose present round ends in
2012.
		Durban, SA
The outcome of the 2011 United Nations Climate Change Conference, which was held in
Durban, South Africa, from 28th November to 11th December 2011, was globally celebrated as a huge success – at first, that is. On the whole, the decisions that were taken are
of meagre significance compared to the change that is needed and has been anticipated
for years now. ‘Spiegel Online International’ put the thoughts of millions in a nutshell:
‘The climate talks in Durban ended with an agreement to agree on a new agreement on
emissions cuts in coming years. The outcome was hailed as historic by the organizers,
but German commentators say the pledges remain too vague and the progress too slow
-- while global warming is accelerating.’ 8
The conference agreed to a legally binding deal comprising all countries, which will be
prepared by 2015, and to take effect in 2020. There was also progress regarding the
creation of a Green Climate Fund (GCF) for which a management framework was adopted. The fund is to distribute US$100 billion per year to help poor countries adapt to climate impacts. What can be seen as a real progress, however, is that the European Union
no longer stands alone in her efforts to compel a legally binding agreement – even China,
the world’s biggest emitter, agreed to be legally bound to curb her greenhouse gases.9
Previously, poorer nations have insisted that they should not bear any legal obligations
for tackling climate change, whereas rich nations – which over more than a century have
produced most of the carbon currently in the atmosphere – should.

8
9

http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,803158,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/dec/11/global-climate-change-treaty-durban
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The Rio+20 Conference10: Zero Draft11 and Significance
In many ways, the Earth Summit is the most important
climate conference ever: Never before since 1972 has the
world’s need for action been direr. After two years of financial crisis and the aftermath still affecting the world economy, it seems as if the environmental policies are no longer
a priority, because, considering the immediacy of a financial crisis, how should global warming ever compete with
that? One should never consider calamities a boon…But
as for the green movement it triggered, that is what Fukushima has been, a boon, however sad and despicable this
may sound.
From June 20 to June 22, there is taking place an Earth
Summit that MUST bring about a change. At the end of this
year, the Kyoto Protocol ends, and unfortunately, nothing
has been decided concerning its future.
The official themes that will be dealt with at the conference are how to build a green economy12 in order to achieve sustainable development and lift people out of poverty, while
including support for developing countries that will allow them to find a green path for development; and how to improve international coordination for sustainable development.
Furthermore, the preparations for Rio+20 have highlighted seven areas which need priority attention; these include decent jobs, energy, sustainable cities, food security and
sustainable agriculture, water, oceans and disaster readiness.
OLMUN ‘12 and Rio+20: Green Economy13 and Sustainable Development
The UNEP GC of this year’s OLMUN will be focussing on solely the achievement of a
green world economy in the context of sustainable development, so the main task you as
delegates have to face is on the one hand, how to put the theories of green economy into
practice, implement them and make them legally binding, and on the other hand how to
ensure sustainable development.
Basically, ‘green economy’ is an initiative of the UNEP to create a decision-making framework. Launched in 2008, the main idea was the greening of environmentally-unfriendly
sectors.
The aim a green economy should always have is human well-being and social equity,
while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities. The Green Economy Initiative was founded to create an advisory panel for every country on how to move
towards a green economy, targeting low carbon emissions, resource efficiency and social
inclusiveness.
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/about.html
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/futurewewant.html#III
12
http://www.unep.org/rio20/PerspectivesonRIO20/tabid/101533/Default.aspx#banner_links
13
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/GreenEconomyReport/tabid/29846/Default.aspx
10
11
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Sustainable development, on the other hand, meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Seen as the
guiding principle for long-term global development, sustainable development consists of
three pillars: economic development, social development and environmental protection.

Solutions
It is simply not true that you have to give up on green economy if you want to grow. Taking
a closer look at those countries powering away from the recession, Germany, China and
Brazil respectively, one can see that especially these three are investing heavily in low
carbon industries. British Representative at Rio+20 Nick Clegg14 stated that ’’our dilemma
is not choosing between green and growth, but marrying the two’’.
If one listens to climate scientists — and despite the relentless campaign to discredit their
work, one should — it is long past time to do something about emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. If we continue with business as usual, they say, we are
facing a rise in global temperatures that will be little short of apocalyptic. And to avoid that
apocalypse, we have to wean our economy from the use of fossil fuels, coal above all.
There are several ways of cutting GHG emissions. First of all, one thing needs to be clear:
An economy based on nuclear energy, oil and coal, genetic engineering, toxic chemicals
or the overexploitation of our forests and seas will never be green.
This being born in mind, it is a lot easier to define what IS green: Electric vehicles not
relying on fossil fuels and using natural energies such as wind, water and the sun. Wind
farms instead of nuclear power plants so as to generate electricity.
Sometimes, the right way is not the easiest way, so of course there still needs to be done
a lot of research in order to finally get rid of oil, coal and nuclear energy. Countries such
as Germany and Brazil are currently in a vanguard position because they heavily invest in
renewable energies, this being a successful example of a beginning energy turnaround.
Another resource that will never be exhausted is solar energy: If one could but use the
solar energy in the Sahara efficiently, Africa could provide our world with more energy
than it might ever need.
Another idea was developed by Prof Dr Felix Ekardt: Being head of a sustainability and
climate research group at Rostock University, he developed a new approach: EmissionSale. Leading climate experts have known for quite a long time that if GHG emissions are
not cut by 80 per cent in 2050, it will be too late.
Right now, there is an average of five tons CO2 emissions per capita per year. This has
to be reduced to at least one ton, a bit more than that of an African at the moment. According to Ekardt, one could install a trade between industrialised countries and developing
countries, so that industrialised countries might buy emission rights. This would be fair,
too, since African countries suffer far more from the climatic change than industrialised
countries do.
14

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/apr/11/nick-clegg-speech-green-economy
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Another approach would be reaching the masses: The reactions to Fukushima have
shown that the common citizen, if united, can actually make a change. So if being green,
driving hybrid cars, having photovoltaic panels on your roof would make you ‘cool’ or give
you any kind of benefit, it would be far easier to implement the energetic turnaround.
What is more, there is a desperate need for universal targets concerning GHG emissions.
How to eliminate GHG emissions? It is quite easy, actually, just put a price on them!15
Only if every country (and not just industrialised countries, sparing nations such as China
and India) is forced to reduce her carbon dioxide emissions, knowing that otherwise there
will follow severe punishments and fines concerning goals that have not been met, only
then do we have a small chance of success. Otherwise this might result in wars and nations bombing each other for fossil fuels.

Organisational Matters, Research and Preparation
It is vital that you start your research as soon as possible so that you do not run out of
time. It is, however, of utmost importance that you follow the recent developments prior to
the Rio+20 Conference, and then, of course, the Earth Summit itself!
At all times, countries publish statements or reports, and sometimes even change positions. On the whole, your research should be focused on three main points:
1. Primarily, it is of utmost importance that you be familiar with your country’s
environmental policies! What is the approach your country has taken towards
a green economy? Are there already remarkable successes which would make
you a role model for other countries?
2. Secondly, it is very important that you know as much as possible about the
country you will be representing: Its history, current policies, religion, socioeconomic structures, etc. You will always have to stick to your country‘s opinion.
3. We expect you to follow the course of the Rio+20 Conference and get inspired!
You can easily do this on TV or using the Internet. From personal experience,
we would recommend you to have a look at broadsheet newspapers as well,
such as The Times, The Guardian, The New York Times, The Washington Post
or any quality newspaper for that matter. German delegates may of course also
use @ www.spiegel.de. For those of you who do not speak German: This German news service has an outstanding repertoire of English articles as well and
they have been professionally translated. Just stay updated!

15

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/11/magazine/11Economy-t.html?pagewanted=all
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We would also advise you to look at current probable solutions and strategies and, based
on these, to create your own draft resolution, but going even further by developing new
approaches yourself. Remember that the committee guide is but a mere steppingstone
to help you get started on your research, and it does not provide you with everything you
need. If you do all this thoroughly you can look forward to an interesting debate!
A good way to get going is to download the current CIA World Fact Book16 and read the
information on your country. This gives you a first insight.
So as to get into contact with each other, we are planning on opening an ‘OLMUN 2012
UNEP Facebook Group’! Talking to other delegates who might have the same or similar
opinion is a great basis for merging resolutions or finding co-submitters, so please join us!
What you have to bring to OLMUN 2012
1.

You will be required to come to OLMUN 2012 with a draft resolution and a policy
statement. For instructions on how to write a resolution, please read the handbook of OLMUN 2012. Once all delegations have been distributed and we have
received the final list of UNEP GC delegates, you will also be sent an e-mail with
some sample resolutions as well as sample policy papers. Each draft resolution
should be at least one page long and concentrate on the Operative Clauses.
At this point, we also want to inform you that we expect you to send us your policy
statement prior to the conference! Since your policy statement is supposed to
serve as basis for your resolution, we require you to send it to us by June 15th.
This will leave us enough time to get back to you with useful feedback and you will
be able to adapt your resolution. Please note that delegates not meeting the deadline will be punished. The exact form of punishment has yet to be determined, but
be sure that it will end in you making a fool out of yourself for the benefit of the
house.

2.

Before we start lobbying, you can voluntarily present your country‘s opinion to the
house by means of reading out your policy statement. Please be aware that all P5
members (The UK, the USA, Russia, China and France) are required to read out
theirs! Your policy statements should be concise (not more than 150 words) and
shortly outline the major points of your resolution. This is supposed to simplify the
lobbying process.

3.

Be familiar with the Rules of Procedure! Of course we will give you a short overview at the beginning of the first committee session, but this does not make it unnecessary to be prepared.

4.

Most importantly: Bring yourself and all your enthusiasm to ‘be green(er)’! Bring
your willingness to debate and compromise, and be eager to participate even if
OLMUN 2012 is your first MUN conference. Do not be shy or intolerant but diplomatic and open-minded, and we will be looking forward to one of the best OLMUN
conferences with great results whose memory shall never fade!

16

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/download/
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Contact
If you have any questions concerning our committee’s topic, your country’s policies, how
to conduct your research, procedural matters, how to write a resolution or any other issue,
please feel free to contact us via unep@olmun.org. We would also volunteer to correct
your resolutions according to style and content to the best of our abilities. You can also
find useful information on procedural questions in the OLMUN Handbook, which will be
uploaded in time.
We are looking forward with vivid anticipation to another interesting and fruitful MUN experience with all of you from June 26th to June 29th.
Yours sincerely,
Tiana and Yannick

www.olmun.org

14

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide
United Nations Environment Programme GC
Sources
What did your country propose at COP15? Find out at
@ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_United_Nations_Climate_Change_Conference
How green is your country?
@ http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/gedatabase.html
The UNFCCC (Earth Summit, 1992)
@ http://unfccc.int/key_documents/the_convention/items/2853.php
Objectives Rio+20
@ http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/objectiveandthemes.html
The World’s Energy Choices
@http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/12/exploring-americas-and-the-worldsenergy-choices/?scp=4&sq=&st=nyt
Debate on Green Economy
@ http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/sdc2012/sdc2012.110101.htm
Green Economy Report
@ http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/GreenEconomyReport/tabid/29846/Default.aspx

Glossary
•

NGO: non-governmental organisation

•

UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Result of
the Earth Summit, 1992); the objective of the treaty is to stabilize GHG concentrations at a level that would prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system. However, the treaty contains neither mandatory limits on GHG emissions nor any enforcement mechanisms. It is legally non-binding.

•

COP15: UN Climate Change Conference at Copenhagen (2009)

•

GHG emissions: greenhouse gas emissions

•

LEDCs: Less Economically Developed Countries

•

LDCs: Least Developed Countries
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