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Personal Introduction

Honorable Delegates, 

My name is Felix Seliger and I am very delighted to serve as one 
of this year’s chair of the ECOSOC. I currently live and study in 
Bremen. I will graduate from the Oekumenisches Gymnasium zu 
Bremen in 2013 and subsequently plan to study business admi-
nistration.

My first contact with OLMUN was in 2011 as I served as a De-
legate of the Argentine Republic in the GA 4th Committee. From 
the first moment on, when I sat with about 700 other Delegates 
in the Weser Ems Halle, I was thrilled by this great conference. 
Now I am looking forward to serving my first time as a chair at the 
OLMUN conference and to an interesting debate.

Yours sincerely,

Felix Seliger

Fellow Delegates,

my name is Hendrik Napierala and I am currently living in Berlin 
studying Medicine at the Charité Berlin. I spent six months in Je-
rusalem volunteering with severly mentally and physically handi-
capped children after I finished my finals last year. 

This is going to be my sixth MUN overall, and I am thrilled to be 
serving as Chairman for the second time already. My interests 
include public health, global economic issues and the Middle East 
Crisis. In my free time I enjoy going to concerts, meeting friends 
and travelling the Middle East.

I am very looking forward to meeting you all.

Yours

Hendrik Napierala
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How to use the Committee Guide

This background guide will serve as a brief introduction to the topic. Accordingly, it is 
not meant to be used as an all-inclusive analysis but as the groundwork for your own 
analysis and research. You will find further information to words that are highlighted blue 
in the glossary at the end of this guide. To conduct your research, please consult scho-
larly materials, including journals, in-ternational news, and the United Nations website, 
amongst others. You will need to familiarize yourself with the work and current operations 
of the ECOSOC. Keeping abreast of current affairs will also prove to be valuable in the 
discussion of this topic, as it is highly likely that it will be affected by current events over 
the course of preparations before the conference.

The Economic and Social Council

 History of the Committee

The United Nations (UN) was established to promote international economic and social 
coopera-tion at first, six major bodies were formed, one of them being the Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC). The council is covering broad areas of activities, has a high 
amount of expenditures, and a great number of programs.

 Origins, Membership and Mandate

The Economic and Social Council was created with 18 Member States. Membership 
expanded from 18 to 27 in 1965 and again to 54 members in 1973. 18 members of  the 
ECOSOC are elected every year, for three-year terms, by the General Assembly. The five 
permanent members of the Security Council are always elected and in the process regi-
onal representation is taken into consideration. It is important to note that membership 
in  the ECOSOC is renewable  following the end of the term, which has allowed several 
states to gain „near-permanent“ member status.

The Economic and Social Council was established as a principle organ of the UN through 
articles seven and eight of chapter three of the UN Charter. ECOSOC fulfills its mandate 
under the overall authority of the General Assembly and with the consultation of a broad 
range of civil society actors and in conjunction with the work completed by its subsidiary 
bodies. Its main goal was to serve as the means of rectifying the instability in the interna-
tional system caused by poor eco-nomic and social conditions. As such, ECOSOC serves 
to promote measure like higher standards of living, full employment, and economic and 
social progress; identify solutions to international economic, social and health problems; 
facilitate international cultural and educational coopera-tion; and encourage universal re-
spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. These duties allow ECOSOC to serve 
as a site for the negotiation essential in promoting peace and prosperity in the internati-
onal community. The council also highlights “critical problems and potential dangers” in 
regards to economic and social issues, allowing the council to detect rising issues in the 
international community.

In addition, ECOSOC provides a unique forum for non-governmental actors to discuss 
policy areas that affect their interests, including more than 3,400 recognized non-govern-
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mental organizations (NGOs) that are consulted on a variety of economic and social 
matters. ECOSOC is also meeting with the heads of various economic institutions, such 
as state finance ministers, members of the World Bank and of the International Monetary 
Fund, to increase the cooperation between financial institutions and the body itself. An 
extensive amount of data is thereby collected and assessed by ECOSOC, in order to gain 
a better understanding of the current problems effecting member states. In addition ECO-
SOC plays a major role in technical assistance programs in order to aid less developed 
areas gain the skills and knowledge established in more developed areas.

The necessity to expand diplomatic ties and multilateral cooperation in all areas of eco-
nomic and social affairs has led to an increase in the importance of the United Nations 
and more specifically to that of ECOSOC Resolutions that attempt to highlight the at risk 
nature of certain groups fall among the many areas addressed within ECOSOC.

The unique role of NGOs in the council has allowed an increased awareness to be given 
to certain groups and progress to be made on a wide variety of minority rights issues.

The Problem

While a vast majority of the world’s population enjoys life in comfort - not having to worry 
about food supply or medical aid, a lot of people in other parts of the world are dying be-
cause this fun-damental comfort is not omnipresent. Furthermore, a stable government 
that ensures human rights is an issue yet to be resolved for too many countries. Reco-
gnizing the demand of change, we have to decide on what shall be on top of our list of 
priorities for the future.

In a diverging world, there are developed countries like China or Brazil that accomplished 
the ascent from very poor developing countries to emerging nations. On the contrary, the-
re is the so-called ‘bottom billion’. Approximately one billion is the total amount of people 
living in countries stuck in economic downturns and stagnation – countries falling behind 
and falling apart. We have to find solutions to integrate these countries in the world socie-
ty and the global market, so as to ensure a world of tomorrow that includes everyone and 
stabilizes the global economy. Paul Collier, a professor for economics at the University 
of Oxford, established the term “Bottom Billion” for these 58 states. You will find a list of 
them attached below.

The stagnation of the Bottom Billion is based, inter alia, on so-called developing traps. 
Collier determines these traps in his book “The Bottom Billion – Why the Poorest Coun-
tries are Failing and What Can Be Done About It” as the existence of civil wars, the de-
pendence from commodity exports, a landlocked geographical position as well as bad 
governance.



7www.olmun.org

The Conflict Trap

States where there has been a civil war once, are more likely to fall back into conflict 
again. Civil wars are most commonly caused by low income, slow growth respectively 
stagnation and the dependence upon commodity exports. Unfortunately, most Bottom 
Billion countries share these characteristics and are thus prone to civil war.

People with low incomes are more likely to join re-
bel groups because these groups offer the chance 
to rise in hierarchy, whereas most people have no 
opportunities to raise their living standards. People 
that live under very bad conditions – like it is the 
case in developing countries – join rebel groups 
because they have nothing to lose. The life in ext-
reme poverty without enough money and food and 
without a chance of escaping this situation is just 
too frustrating. A nothing-to-loose mentality prevails. Furthermore, commodity exports 
serve to finance rebellions like in Sierra Leone, where rebel groups covered so called 
conflict diamonds and sold them on the world market. Instead of being spend usefully, the 
surplus of commodity exports flows into financing civil wars.

Been through a civil war once doubles the risk of subsequent wars. Half of all civil wars 
are post conflict relapses. Conflicts tend to reduce economic growth by about 2.3 per-
cent a year. Hence, a civil war that lasts seven years on average reduces the growth of 
the affected state by about 16 percent. Furthermore, civil wars are responsible for uncon-
trolled refugee flows that involve the risk of epidemics. Professor Collier figured out the 
average over all costs of a civil war to the affected country and its neighbors and determi-
ned it with about $64 billion.

The Natural Resource Trap

Actually, the export of natural resources should contribute to the economic growth. In fact, 
the surplus from commodity exports sometimes reduces growth significantly. 29 percent 
of the Bot-tom Billion population lives in countries in which resource wealth dominates 
the economy. Un-fortunately, economies that are dependent upon commodity exports are 
prone to crises due to trade shocks. This happened for example caused by the rise of oil 
prices after the embargo 1973 and 1979/1980 by the OPEC that ushered in a large debt 
crisis in some Latin America states like Venezuela.

The Dutch Disease shows how the discovery of natural resource reserves can have a 
negative effect on the economic growth. In 1959, a large natural gas field was discovered 
in the North Sea off the Dutch coast, which caused a decline in the manufacturing sector 
in the Netherlands. This is to be explained with a stronger national currency – in this case 
the Dutch guilder – based on an increase in revenues from natural resources. Due to the 
appreciation of the currency, the competitiveness of national companies decreases. That 
causes a decline in the manufacturing sector.

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
Economic and Social Council 
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Every country needs to export goods and services in order to generate foreign exchange. 
Foreign exchange, in turn, is used to finance imports. The export of natural resources 
generates foreign exchange as well and undermines the incentive to export industrial 
products. This leads to a high dependence from commodity exports.

The Geographical Trap

About 38 percent of the Bottom Billion live in countries that are landlocked and have no 
coastal access and are thus dependent upon their neighbors because of two reasons. 
First, the costs of transport differ with the development of infrastructure their neighbors 
provide. And, second, because their neighbors are potential importers of domestic pro-
ducts.

Economic growth spills over. If a neighbor of a certain country grew by 1 percent, the 
country itself grew by 0.4 percent and if it is a landlocked country it even grew by 0.7 per-
cent. This is the reason why some landlocked states like Switzerland (with neighbors like 
Germany, France and Italia) are not stuck into the geographical trap while countries like 
the Central African Republic (with neighbors like Chad, Sudan or Congo) are.

In this matter, a special focus lies on the African continent. While only 1 percent of peo-
ple outside of Africa live in landlocked and resource-scarce countries, 30 percent of the 
African population does. Moreover, while other economies are focused on trade with their 
neighbors, most African economies are more inward-looking or oriented toward the world 
market. Only 0.2 percent of trade spillovers for example, are in landlocked African states 
in comparison to 0.7 percent in landlocked states outside of Africa.

Bad Governance

A precondition for economic, political and social stability is good governance. However, 
this pre-condition is in most of the 58 poorest countries not fulfilled. Corruption for in-
stance, causes a huge waste of development aid and high expenses. Eight out of the 
ten – according to Transpar-ency International – are corrupt states like North Korea or 
Somalia1. You can find them on Paul Collier’s list.

Corruption is, inter alia, caused by a lack of transparency. Many citizens in the poorest 
states do not have the opportunity to participate in politics or to inform themselves about 
the work of government and public administration. This promotes the disregard of the 
rule of law by political decisions makers.

Turmoil is a cause as well as an effect of public administrations lacking stable structures. 
While bad governance fosters violent conflicts, it is also intensified by riots and revolts as 
you can see in North Africa, for example.

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
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1 Transparency International (2011). Corruption Perceptions Index 2011. Berlin.



9www.olmun.org

Possible Solutions

It is very important to clarify that the four problems stated above are not the solely rea-
sons why the poorest countries are falling behind and apart. They are just an approach 
to explain why the 58 poorest economies of the world decreased or stagnated in the last 
decades, while the economies of most other countries rose. In fact, there are many other 
problems that contribute to this misery that differ from country to country, but the topic is 
too extensive to name and explain all of them. Hence, the focus of this year’s topic lies 
on the four development traps described by Professor Collier. However, if you find other 
interesting and relevant approaches, feel free to mention them at the conference.

For the problems stated above there are many different approaches for solutions possib-
le.   Economists argue about how to integrate the “trapped countries” into world economy. 
Besides Collier, there are many more economists that are working on the problems of the 
poorest coun-tries falling behind and apart. Jeffrey Sachs for instance, special adviser 
of the UN Millennium Development Goals and director of the Earth Institute at Columbia 
University, is the author of a book called “The End of Poverty”. He focused his research 
on an approach he termed clinical economics. Another Author in this field is the profes-
sor William Easterly (University of New York) who published “White Man’s Burden”. All of 
the three economists proceed in different approaches but there are many more.

Which of these approaches you follow is up to you. However it is of utmost importance 
that you do your research in consideration of your country’s interests. The Policies of 
donor countries like Germany or the United States will certainly differ from those of, 
for instance, Nigeria or Comoros. What Delegates of Bottom Billion countries that do not 
follow democratic standards have to bear in mind additionally is that the interests of their 
regimes can differ from those of their countries.

In his book, Collier makes some proposals 
helping the Bottom Billion to escape from 
the traps mentioned above. In order to give 
you a solid basis for your research, we will 
briefly summarize them for you. Collier re-
commends military inventions in countries 
that suffer from civil wars in order to enforce 
peace for at least 10 years, so that there 
is time to establish a basis for economic 
growth. Furthermore, he proposes to force 
western banks to disclose deposits of dicta-

tors. Moreover, he advises the international community to sign conventions regulating the 
exploitation of natural resources as well as the protection of worldwide media freedom. 
Please be absolutely aware that these approaches are one point of view, outlining the 
beginning of a change that needs to be established in the turn of the upcoming years. It is 
your responsibility to further research and invent possible approaches that take the matter 
further and provide a guideline on how countries can evolve from a stagnated economy.

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
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Research

As the public discussion about economic and social topics is mainly driven by ideologies 
and lobbyists, it is of the utmost importance during the whole research to analyze the 
source you are using and you should make sure whether your text is credible and correct 
or not. It is important to start your research as soon as possible so that you do not run out 
of time. However, you will still need to get updates on your country’s position just before 
the conference as there frequently take place summits and discussions on that topic, so 
that countries publish statements or reports or even change positions.

Your research should be focused on three main points: Primarily it is of the utmost impor-
tance that you are familiar Your research should be focused on two main points: Primarily 
it is of the utmost importance that you are familiar with the problem itself. What is it based 
on and how is everything linked together. This knowledge will help you understand diffe-
rent positions and allows you to connect them.

Secondly it is very important that you know as much as possible about the country you 
will be representing: ITS history, current policy, religion, socio-economic structures, etc. 
and especially its opinion on our topic to be able to make informed and realistic decisions 
in the debate. The quality of debate depends significantly on your ability to negotiate in 
consideration of your country’s interests and policies. Hence, try to bring not your own 
opinion but rather the opinion of your country.

We would also advice you to look at current proposals and develop your own draft re-
solution using these proposals as a basis, but going a step further by developing new 
approaches yourself. These approaches should not be too general. A good resolution 
recommends specific measures and actions. If you do all this thoroughly you can look 
forward to an interesting debate!

 What do you have to bring to OLMUN 2012

1. You will be required to come to OLMUN  2012 with a draft resolution and a policy  
 statement. Please send them to us by June 16th. For tips on how to write a resolu- 
 tion please read the OLMUN Handbook 2012 or contact us via  
 ecosoc@olmun.org. Each draft resolution should be at least one page long but 
 should not exceed two pages. 

2. For those who are attending an OLMUN conference for the first time, there is a  
 document available called “Rules of Procedure”, which will include the most impor- 
 tant information about the procedure during the conference. You will find this be- 
 sides the OLMUN Hand-book on our website. However, we would highly recom- 
 mend all delegates to read the Rules of Procedure, because there might be slight  
 changes in comparison to the years be-fore and it is useful to call all rules to your  
 mind again.

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
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3. Before we will start lobbying, you can present your countries opinion to the house  
 by means of reading out your policy statement. Your policy statement should short- 
 ly (not more than 150 words) outline the three major points of your resolution. This  
 is really important because of two facts. First the other delegates will get an over- 
 view about your countries opinion and it therefore makes the start of the lobbying  
 process easier. On the other hand it is a good way for „First Timers“ to speak in  
 front of a big crowd and loose the fear that might be there.

4. Most importantly, bring yourself and all your enthusiasm about MUN-conferences.  
 Bring your willingness to debate and compromise, but also your openness to meet  
 exciting new friends. Bring all your excitement to make this year ́s ECOSOC an  
 experience we will not forget for a long time. 

If you have any questions concerning our council’s topic, your country’s policies, how 
to conduct your research, procedural matters, how to write the resolution or any other 
issues, please feel free to contact us at ecosoc@olmun.org. We also would correct 
your resolutions or policy state-ments according to style and content and send it to other 
delegates as well. Furthermore it has proven to be useful for a smooth debate to get 
in touch with your fellow delegates prior to the conference using the OLMUN-Forum at 
www.olmun.org. In this forum you can exchange your ideas, resolutions, tactics, policy 
statements or more useful research sources you have discov-ered. Both emailing and 
forum are a good opportunity to make pre-lobbing and get to know more about the other 
countries in anticipation. You can also find useful information in the OLMUN Handbook.

We are looking forward with lively anticipation to another interesting and constructive 
MUN experience with all of you from June 26th to June 29th!

Yours sincerely,

Hendrik Napierala and Felix Seliger

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
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Appendix

 List of the 58 countries falling behind and apart according to Paul Collier

* represented in the ECOSOC
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Afghanistan
Angola
Azerbaijan
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Burkina Faso*
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon*
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros*
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Republic of the Congo
Cote d’Ivoire
Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia*
Gambia
Ghana*
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Kazakhstan
Kenya
North Korea

Kyrgyz Republic
Lao PDR
Lesotho*
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi*
Mali
Mauritania
Moldova
Mongolia*
Mozambique
Myanmar
Nepal
Niger
Nigeria*
Rwanda*
Senegal*
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Sudan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Togo
Turkmenistan
Uganda
Uzbekistan
Yemen
Zambia*
Zimbabwe
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Glossary

Clinical Economics  In this approach, Sachs compares the analysis of the reasons for  
    developing states’ poverty with the diagnosis of diseases. 
    He states, finding solutions for trapped countries would requi- 
    re “a differential diagnosis, an understanding of context, mo- 
    nitoring and evaluation” under “professional standards of  
    ethics”.2

Commodity Exports  Export of natural resources and other goods.

Donor Countries  States that provide public development aid to Developing  
    Countries.

Foreign Exchange  Means of payment in foreign currencies or the bank deposit in for- 
    eign financial institutions

Growth   The term growth or economic growth describes the rise of the  
    GDP in this guide.

Landlocked Countries States that have no coastal access and are enclosed by other  
    countries and are therefore dependent on their infrastructure  
    in order to export goods

Post conflict relapses States that fall into civil war after they have already been  
    through conflict.

Public Administration The administrative part of executive power, taken by the au- 
    thorities that are headed by ministries.

OLMUN 2012 - Committee Guide  
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2 SACHS, J. (2005): The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time. New York: Penguin Books. 
Page 288
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Useful Links

• Uday Rai Mehra: “How to Help MUN Delegates Become Prepared”

@ https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bW9kZWwtdW4uY29tfGd1aW

RlfGd4OmFjYTQ4NDEyMzg5NmE2YQ

• CIA – The World Factbook

@ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/#

• The World Bank - How we Classify Countries (special focus on income groups)

@ http://data.worldbank.org/about/country-classifications

• UN Economic and Social Council – Resolutions and Decisions

@ http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/res2011.asp

• The New York Times – Sunday Book Review: “The Least Among Us”

@ http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/01/books/review/Ferguson-t.html?pagewanted=all

• Video: Paul Collier on “The Bottom Billion”

@http://www.ted.com/talks/paul_collier_shares_4_ways_to_help_the_bottom_billion.

html

• UN Economic Commission on Africa: “Sustainable Development Report on Africa”

@ http://www.uneca.org/eca_resources/publications/books/sdra/SDRAfull.pdf
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